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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

This office action is in response to amendment filed on 7/20/06. The amendment filed on 
7/20/06 have been entered and made of record. Therefore, presently pending claims are 1-10 and 
15-17. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 7/20/06 have been fully considered and have been 
found persuasive. The rejection using newly cited art is provided below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 7-8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Doljack 
(6,442,276). 

In reference to claim 7, Doljack discloses a method for verifying the authenticity of 
goods (Abstract). The method includes applying public data to the goods for use in a subsequent 
verification process (column 8 line 40-67), and applying a security code to the goods (column 8 
line 40-67), said security code having been derived by means of a predetermined encryption 
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algorithm by encrypting said public data applied to the goods and one of a plurality of private 
data sets held by a verifier (column 8 lines 15-61). 

In reference to claim 8 wherein the public data includes a batch number (column 5 line 
67 to column 6 line 5 in combination with column 8 lines 15-20). The products as suggested in 
claim 1 are made in large number and therefore the random number for the product is the batch 
number. 

In reference to claim 10 Doljack discloses a system wherein said public data and security 
code is incorporated into the design printed onto the goods as reversed out characters, blends or 
tints (Fig. 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 9 is rejected 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Doljack (6,442,276B1). 

In reference to claim 9, wherein the public data includes date information. 

Although Doljack discloses examples of data that may be added to the public data, 
Doljack does not expressly disclose including data information. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to add date information to the code in the system of Doljack. One of ordinary skill 
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in the art would have been motivated to do this because the date may be used to determine the 
time period that the data was valid and therefore reduce counterfeiting. 

Claims 1, 3-6, and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Doljack (6,442,276 Bl) in view of Moore (5,895,073). 

In reference to claims 1, 15-17, Doljack discloses a method for verifying the authenticity 
of goods (Abstract). The method includes generating a list of verification codes (Figure 4), each 
of said verification codes being generated by said predetermined encryption algorithm by 
encrypting said public data and one of said plurality of private data sets (column 8 lines 15-50), 
wherein the private data sets are held by a verifier (column 8 lines 28). The system is finally 
used to comparing said security code applied to the goods with said list of verification codes to 
assess the authenticity of goods (Fig. 3). 

The system of Doljack does not expressly discloses sending a request for verification 
although the system does indicate the local computer is used to read the code and send it off for 
verification. 

Moore discloses a system and method of marking goods for authentication (abstract). 
The method includes receiving a request for verification (column 5 lines 15-19 in combination 
with column 9 lines 15-21). Downloading the value is a request for verification. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to send a request to verify the product as in Moore in the system of Doljack. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it would enable the 
system to be a distributed system and therefore spread the information necessary for the system 
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to other system that are not necessarily in the same location which makes a cheaper system by 
being able to share central systems. 

In reference to claim 3 wherein the public data includes a batch number (column 5 line 
67 to column 6 line 5 in combination with column 8 lines 15-20). The products as suggested in 
claim 1 are made in large number and therefore the random number for the product is the batch 
number. 

In reference to claim 4, wherein the public data includes date information. 
Although Doljack discloses examples of data that may be added to the public data, 
Doljack does not expressly disclose including data information. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to add date information to the code in the system of Doljack. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to do this because the date may be used to determine the time 
period that the data was valid and therefore reduce counterfeiting. 

In reference to claim J, wherein the private data includes an item number. 

Although Doljack discloses examples of data that may be added to the public data, 
Doljack does not expressly disclose including the item number. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to add item number to the code in the system of Doljack. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would have been motivated to do this because the date may be used to determine the time 
period that the data was valid and therefore reduce counterfeiting. 
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In reference to claim 6 Doljack discloses a system wherein said public data and security 
code is incorporated into the design printed onto the goods as reversed out characters, blends or 
tints (Fig. 1). 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Doljack in view of 
Moore as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Tran (5,864,665). 

Doljack does not disclose a system wherein the verifier maintains a log of requests for 
verification and, upon receiving a request for verification, compares the public data applied to 
the goods with the data held in the log to assess the authenticity of goods. 

Tran discloses a method of auditing login activity (abstract), where login activity is used 
to verify that users are who they say they are, by maintaining a record of valid login (column 7 
lines 54-60 and column 8 lines 44-47). This information may generally used for verification 
upon receiving a request for verification, compares the public data applied to the goods with the 
data held in the log to assess the authenticity of goods. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to maintain a log of verification requests as in Tran in the system of Doljack. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because the log would provide a 
record of the goods needing verification. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paula W. Klimach whose telephone number is (571) 272-3854. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon to Thr 9:30 a.m to 5:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on (571) 272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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